THE LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ 


MILLENNIAL STAR. 


— 


“ FRAR NOT, LITTLE FLOCK; FOR IT IS YOUR FATHER’S GOOD PLEASURE ro 
GIVE YOU THE KINGDOM.”—Luke ris, 32. 


Ro. 27, Vol. LI. 


Monday, July 8, 1889. 


Price One Penny. 


— — 


DISCOURSE BY PRESIDENT GEORGE Q. CANNON. 


DELIVERED AT TOE GENERAL CONFEREMCE, SALT LAKE CITY, ON SUNDAY 
MORNING, APRIL 7, 1889. 


(Reported by Arthur Winter.) 


portion of the third 


teous, | 
up, my bretbren and 
2 you, I depend upon 
nee of your fuith and pray- 
It is a serious responsibility to 


gh ls assembled within these walls, 


before an audience like that. 


to address them upon the principles 
of life and salvation. I should not 
attempt it if I did not hope that I 
should be assisted by the Spirit of God. 


We are, as a people, in very peculiar 
circumstances. It seems to me there 
never was a time when we needed in- 
struction and counsel from the Lord 
more than we do at the present; in 
fuct, we cannot live without. this 
cvunsel and instruction. The gather- 
ing together of these Latter-day Saints 
in these mountains bus been in com- 
pliance, we believe, with the require- 
ments of heaven. The organization 


of this people, the extension of their 


settlements throughout this mountaia 
region, are due to the fact that God 


has spoken, and that He bas given 


command, and that in obedience to 
that command the Latter-day Saints 
have gathered out from the various 
aces where they have heard the 
pel, to this land. Our preserva- 
tion, our growth, our union, the 
strength that we have, are all attri- 


| 
win read 
chapter of John : 
hold what manner of love the Fatber 
pestered. upon thet we should be 
cal] 18 sons of God; therefore the world 
noweth us not, because it knew him not. 
be; but we know that, when he shall ap- 
nnn we shall see : 
every man that hath this hope in 
him. pu: 
also ide law; for sin is the transgression of 
7 ye know that he was manifested to 
ay our sins; and in him is no sin. 
er abideth ‘in him sinneth not ö 
sinneth hath not seen him, 
geithar known him. 
Lt children, let no man deceive you; ; 
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butable, as we believe, to the bless- 
ings of God upon us. If these were 
withdrawn, we would be in a most 
pitiable condition. ; 

We assemble together in order that 
we may be instructed concerning our 
duties, that we may arrive at a better 
understanding of our relationship to 
our Father, and the obligations that 
we are under to Him, that we may 
know how we can best discharge those 
obligations in a manher that will be 
acceptable in His sight. Thus far we 
have been led by Him. He has not 
hidden His face from us. He has not 
concealed His counsel nor withheld 
His word. This is a reflection which 
fills me with ae and joy: 
— is Church 
was organi ty nine years 

terday), up to the present time, the 
ter-day Saints have not been left 
to grope in the dark, or to stagger and 
wander around without a knowledge 
of that which they ought to do, and 
the will of God concerning them. The 
voice of revelation has not been stilied. 
The whisperings of the Spirit of God 
have not been withdrawn. But there 
has been a voice from God in the midst 
of this ple, to which they could 
their ears and receive the counsel 
t they have needed in the 
variety of circumstances in which 
they have been placed; and shall we 
not today, in this congregation and in 
this General ference, praise our 
God with all our hearts, that there has 
been no darkness 80 great as to prevent 
the rays of light from the eternal world 
coming to us? There have been no 
8 80 numerous but that — — 

t we had to pursue has 
marked out in plainness before us. 
There may have been labyrinths 
around us; mankind may have been 
pursuing devious paths; but there has 
always been pointed out to us, with 
the greatest certainty,the path that we 
should pursue, the direction in which 
we should travel, the labors that we 
should perform, the thing» that we 
should not perform, and the evils that 
we should avoid. This has been the 
case from the beginning. I thank our 
—— this day for this inestimable 
pg. Oertainty has been given to 
us. God has heard our He 
has pointed out to us, in answer to 
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prayer, that which weshould do. And 
though we have had evils to contend 
with: though afflictions have beset our 
— „and persecution has laid its 

avy d upon us; neverthele-, 
we have had the assurance that we 


were not left to ourselves; that this 
great work with which we ure identi- 


fied had not been deserted by its gre it 
Founder; that He had not forgo ten 
nor ne us, nor withdrawn hi⸗ 


favor and watchcare from us; but that 


amid all these circumst:nces He has 
ever been near unto us to hear and to 
answer our prayers, and to impurt 
knowledge, and 3 unto us light, 
certainty, strength, and every gift 
n to enable us to endure 
patiently the difficulties and the triuls 
— ctions that we had to contend 
with. 

This has been the blessing which 
a great and a peculiur blessing. It is 
worth more to us than all the riches 
of the world. It is worth more to us 
than all worldly honor, and than all 


the papalonity that mun can have or 
give b 


o is there that loves eternal 


truth, that loves God, that desires 


eternal salvation in the kingdom of 
God, who would not give everythin 
that he possesses on the earth, or th 
he can evntrol, in order to have the 
blessings that God hss 80 -bovatifully 
bestowed upon His people? Men 
have died for less truth than we have. 
Men have made immense sacrifices for 
—— not so valuable, not so 
eavenly, not so Godlike, as those 
which we have in such profusion. 
They have felt as though they would 
give everything they had in the world, 
and even sacrifice life itself, if they 
could have one communication from 
the eternal worlds, or one heavenly 
m r descend and communicate 
to them the will of God, or have the 
Holy Ghost, with its gifts and . bless. 
ings and graces descend upon them, 
Men have prayed und entreated God 
to give unto them the Priesthuod and 
the authority to administer onto their 
fellow-men, and they have made 
boundless sacrifices tu obtain this au- 
thority. Allusion was made to Luther 
yesterday. What would Luther Lave 
gi with the spirit that he Kos- 
and the desire that he 
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reform the if he could have 
ad the authority from God to admi- 
nister in those holy ordinances which 
are necessary to salvation? As it was, 
he dared the whole world, it may be 
said. He took his life in his hands, 
and was willing to die even for the 
modicum of truth that he 
But how mach stronger would 
have felt, and how much more willing 
he would have been to have made 
these sacrifices, could he have bad the 
blessings that God has placed within 
our reach | 

In speaking in this strain I do not 
do it to foster your vanity or to make 
you think for one moment that you 
are better than other men and women. 
Bat in the 3 of God, in the 
carrying out of His great purposes, it 
was not His will that the Priesthood 
should be communicated until these 
last days. It was withheld for reasons 
that were sufficient in the mind of 
Omnipotence. Tue earth had been 
drenched with the blood of Apostles 
and Prophets and righteous men. An 
exterminating war had been waged 
against them, until every man who 
held the Priesthood had either been 
driven frum the face of the earth or 
from association with mankind, and 
the Priesthood was taken back to God 
until the time should come when it 
should again be communicated. But 
these men and women who in ages 
past have so earnestly desired to 
receive the truth will not lose their 
reward. They will receive, in the time 
of the Lord, all the blessings they 
sought for. They will have the min- 
istration of the everlasting Priest hood ; 
they will receive that Priesthuud ; they 
will receive the ordinances of the 
Gospel; they will receive the salva- 
tion which they sought for. For God’s 
work is not cunfined to this earthly 
state of existence ; it extends throngh- 
out eternity. It is from eternity to 
eternity. And no son or daughter of 
God will ever be lost, excepting the 
sons of perdition. God will feel after 


The preyers which honest 
people have offered in sincerity will 
be treasured up, and, in the time 


of the Lord, our ancestors, who died 
without these blessings, will receive 
them in their fulness und in the pleni- 
tude of their power, 
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But to us who have been born in 
this generation, and who have beheld 
this glorious day, these blessings are 
given. We are chosen, as it were, to 
be the saviors of men, to be the saviors 
of our ancestors, and the saviors ot a 
world that is perishing in sin; not for 
any merit of ours that we know auy- 
thing about, but because of the grace 
of God and of His ineffable kindness 
and mercy that He has shown unto u 
and that He is still willing to ex 
unto ua 

These being the circumstances that 
surround us, what a people we should 
be! How our hearts should swell with 
thanksgiving and gratitade to our God 
for that which He has done for us! 
Men, as I have said, bave died for 
these principles, The Apostle Paul 
says they wandered in sheepskins and 
in goatskins, dwelling in caves and in 
dens of the earth, They were be- 
headed ; they were sawn asunder ; they 
were destroyed in various ways: their 
lives were hunted, and they perished. 
Yet they clung to the truth, preferring 
to be beheaded, preferring to be sawn 
asunder, preferring to dwell in caves 
and in dens of the earth, preferring 
to be clothed in sheepskins and goat- 
skins, and to be bated of all men, 
than to deny the great truth which 
God had revealed unto them. 

How is it with us? Contrast our 
circumstances with the circumstances 
of those to whom I refer. We are 
dressed in broadoloth and clad in the 
finest of clothing, the ladies especially. 
We have ev ing necessary for our 
comfort and convenience; houses 
are elegant in their exteriors and in 
their furnishings; tables set with all 
the bounties of the earth : — vege- 
tables and meats, butter, milk and 
8 in abundance. ese are 
the ings that the Latter-day 
Saints enjoy, together with money in 
their pockets or at their command. 
No hardships tog as! bere described ; 
persecution but very little, compara- 
tively; no sawing asunder; no bebead- 
ing; vo having to run to caves and 
= with 2 chil- 

ren; but enjoying all these blessings 
which God in His wonderful kindness 
bas bestowed upon us. And He asks 
us to give unto Him our hearts. He 
asks us not to worsbip these earthly 


? 
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things. He says to us, “Seek first the 
kingdom of God and its righteousn 
and all other things shall be add 
unto you.” He —— “T want your 
bearts, I want your affections; I want 
our devotions; I want you to iy 
e.” These are the requests whi 
our great Creator an 


tion before us to day is, will we do 
this? Will we give unto the Lord, who 
has been so wonderfully kind to us, 
that which belongs to Him—the obedi- 
ence which a child owes to his earthly 
father, and much more to his Eternal 
Father, his Creator, the Author of bis 
being, the fountain of his blessings, 
3 of his strength and of his 
Brethren and sisters, in view of all 
that God has done for us, how aur 
hearts should swell with thanksgiving 
and ise! He has rewarded us a 
thousand-fold for all that we have 
done. Did an Elder ever go on a mis- 
sion, without purse and scrip, without 
receiving his reward? What does he 
say when he comes back? “I never 
ut such a bappy time in my life. 
y heart was filled with joy such as 
I never had. The peace and power of 
God were with me. The gifts of God 
rested upon me. The Holy Ghost was 
my companion. And though I had 
difficulties to contend with, I never 
Was 80 happy as I was on that mis- 
sion. 


He received his reward as he went 


beneficent 
Father makes to us. The great ques- | breth 
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along. God was with him. Angels 
were around him. The Spirit of God 
burned in his heart. Is not this the 
testimony of all you E'ders to-day? 
Certainly it is. I «peak that which I 
know when I muke this statement. 
When these Elders come back from 
their missions, they settle among their 
ren and re-cunimence their labors 
in the various occupations in which 
they mav be enguged. What then fol- 
lows? You go throughout our settle- 
ments and strive to find who are the 
men who have gone on mis-iuns. 
They may have been gone fer years, 
with very short intervals; but you en- 
deavor to find them out by their pov- 
erty, if you can. Find out what dis- 
tinction exists between them and their 
brethren who have not been on mis- 
sions, and what is the rsult? Why, 
so far as your observation would ex- 
tend, you could not fiud the leust dis- 
tinction between the men who have 
been on missions and the men who 
bave not. God abundantly | lesses 
His servants when they return. He 
multiplies His temporal blessings upon 
them. They are prospered iu their 
lands; they are prospered in their 
families; they are pros; ered in their 
flocks; and in all their operations and 
labors prosperity attends them. Thus 
God witnesses unto His people that 
He is able to reward His servai ts und 
all those who put their trust iu Him 
and serve Him. 


Iro BB CONTINUED.) 


ALMA F. RICHARDS’ BODY FOUND. 


— —— 


Tux following self-explanatory com- 
munication from Elder John Morgan 
recently appeared in the Deseret 
News 

“Owing to the general interest 
taken by the Saints in the myste 
2 disappearance of EL 
der Alma P. Richards, it has been 
thonght prudent to give through your 
columns, a detailed account of the 

“He reported for duty as a truveling 
Elder at the headquarters of the 
Southern States Mission in Novem- 
ber, 1887, and was to the 


Mississippi Conference, to travel in 
Japer County, Mississipni, and Sump- 
ter County, Alabama, which r 
to the Mississippi Conference. He 
and his traveling companiuns labored 
assiduously in this field, with varying 
success, during the winter of 1887 ur 

1888, making a few converts und 
many friends, with the usual number 
of enemies who spring up around an 
Elder’s pathway. Elder Richards was 
possessed of a social dispusition, and 
readily made friends wherever he 
went; confiding, frank, and gentle; he 
won the hearts of all he came in cun- 
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_act.with, and was especially a favorite 
with the Saints, who placed the utmost 
confidence in him, and relied impli- 
citly on every statement he made. 

“In June, 1888, his traveling com- 
panion, Elder Harmon, was released 
to return home, which left Elder 
Richards alone, but with the prospect 
in the near future of a companion to 
take Elder Harmon's place. Ovi 
to the demand for Elders, it was foun 
impossible to supply the vacancy at 
| and Elder Richards was coun- 
seled by President Spry to continue 
his labors and report through the Pre- 
— — the ** 
at ttanooga regu , n the 
latter, part of June he lett Sumter 
County, Ala, to visit the Saints in 
— Oy with the promise to re- 
turn and take dinner at Brother 
Odums on tbe 5 h of August—the 
anniversary of tne latter's birthday. 
Visiting the Saints in Mississippi oc- 
cupied his time during July. the 
Saints that be came in contact with 
testified to his joyous and jubilant 
feelings. 

His letters to his wife and parents 
were full of encouragement and good 
ad vice, and bore evidence of the spirit 
that actuated him in his labors. Ou 
the night of July 31st be stayed at 
Sister Tucker's, in Jasper County, 
Miss., going from there to Brother 
. Kemp’s, a distance of 17 miles, in the 
direction of Meridian, Miss., en ronte 
to Brother Odums, to make the pro- 
mised visit. 1 Brother Kemp's 
on the morning of August lst in fine 
spirits, he followed the main-traveled 
road towards Eaterprise, on the line 
of the New Orleans and Northeastern 
Railway, stopping at a colored man’s 
house to get a drink, and wash his 
face and hands, duubiless to alleviate 
the fatigue caused by the extreme 
heat, thea prevalent.. As was his cus- 
tom, he frankly stated who he was, 
where he was from, and his destina- 
tion. From thence he evidently made 
his way to the town of Enterprise, 
and was seen standing on the plat- 
form of the depot. Tue next trace we 
have of him, he stepped into the door 
of the Ragsdale Hotel, at Meridian, 
on the morning of August Lad, be- 
tween daylight and sunrise, and 
a package containing his 
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Bible, hymn-book, two photogra 
and a clean shirt, to A. D. Blank. tke 
colored porter, with the request to 
retain them for a couple of weeks and 
he would call for them. Here all trace 
of him disappeared. 

Brother Odum looked in vain for 
bis a and within a brief period 
the President of the Conſerence re- 
ported his disappearance to the office 
at Chattanooga, Prompt steps were 
taken to ascertain his whereabouts by 
President Spry. The Saints were 
corresponded with, and Elders notified 
to muke inquiry in every direction, 
but no tidings whatever could be ob- 
tained. The first Saturday and Sun- 
— in November, a conference wus 
held in Sumter County, Alabama, of 
the Mississippi Saints and traveling 
Elders. After the close of the con- 
ference, President Spry, accompanied 
by a number of Elders, went to Meri- 
dian. Unfortunately they arrived 
there on the day of the Presidential 
election; the city was full of people, 
considerable political excitement pre- 
vailed, and the crowd were more or 
less under the influence of liquor. 
The sudden appearance of so many 
strangers and their movements started 
the rumor that they were Northern 
spies, sent in to report the methods 
of Southern elections. The crowd be- 
came excited, and a mob was soon 
organized. The information imparted 
by the Elders, that they were “ Mor- 
mons,” only added fuel to the flame, 
and in a few moments a wild, crazy 
mob of 500 meu were howling around 
the brethren. Chief of Police Hugh 
Wilson came to their rescue, and call- 
ing a sufficient force of police, with 
drawn revolvers, held the crowd at 
buy, standing nubly up in defense of 
the lives and persons of the brethren. 
Under the protection of the 1 — the 
Elders met at the depot, and together 
took the train to quieter and safer 
sections of the country. 

During the excitement of the mob 
the colored porter, Blank, mistaking 
Elder Ruby fur Elder Richards 
there being a resemblance handed 
him the package of books left with 
him by the latter, aud made a brief 
statement of how he came in posses- 


sion of them. N 
After leaving Meridian two of the 
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Elders were detailed to look up the 
matter; but their labors resulted in 
very little additional information, 
principally owing to the fact that 
public sentiment was so worked up 
on the question of “ Mormonism,” that 
it was unsafe for an Elder to be seen 
in that portion of the State. 
In J yore President Woodruff ap- 
‘inted Elders S. B. Young, John 
organ, and Wm. Spry a committee 
to endeavor to find Elder Richards 
dead or alive. A detective from 
Chattanooga was employed and sent 
to Meridian; but fear of jeopardizing 
his life, combined with natural worth- 
lessness, prevented him from .accom- 
plishing anything. He made vague, 
contradictory, and unsatisfactory re- 
orts, until all confidence was lost in 


im. 

In April it was decided that Elder 
Morgan, accompanied by Brother Jas. 
Tillman, of Chattanooga, Tennessee, 
should go to Meridian and see what 
could be done. On Monday, May 6th, 
we met, and is:ered at the St. 
Charles Hotel, Meridian, Elder M., 
under the assumed name of James 
Hirch. After consulting together we 
secured a room and went systemati- 
cally to work; visited the section of 
country along Elder Richards’ sup- 

route of travel after leavin 
eridian, and carefully search 
every suspicious nook and corner, in 
hopes of finding some evidence of his 
murder. The county coronor, Mr. 
Simpson, was visited, and from him it 
was learned that no unidentified body 
bad been buried in the county during 
the past year. The records of the 
chancery court were searched, think- 
ing it possible that he might have lost 
bis mind and been assigned to an 
asylum. The asylum was also visited 
and the different wards inspected, but 


all to no purpose. The negro porter, 
Blank, was hunted up, and carefully 
questioned, but adhered strictly to his 


previous statement. Mr. Hugh Wil- 
son, now ex-chief of police, was visited 
and a statement made to him of the 
object of our visit. In all these labors 
great difficulty was experienced from 
the fact that it was deemed unwise 
for our identity to be established. 
After six days of incessant labor, 
Elder Morgan left for home, leaving 


he stepped on the track, not 
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Brother Tillman and Mr. Wilson to 
prosecute the search. Brother Till- 
mam follows the business of mending 
stoves, and couid readily gain access 
to any place he desired, while bis oc- 
cupation would divert suspicion as to 
the real object he bad in view. Daring 
the t — — following — was re 
enga in the prosecution o 
trade, and quietly working for aay 
information obtainable. Ou Monday, 
May 27, be left Meridian, following 
thesupposed track of Brother Richards’ 
. stayed that night with Mr. 
Pigford, of Russell station, on the 
A. G. S. Ry. On the morning of the 
28th he learned from his host that a 
man had been killed two miles up 
the road during the summer by 
a passing train. Following this elue 
he called on Esquire J. W. Deerman, 
of Toomsuba, and learned from bim 


inquest.. He readily recogni 
photegraph of Brother Richards as 
the man killed, as did also five of the 
jury of the inquest, and others who 
seen the mangled remains of the 
dead man. ' 
Brother Tillman returned to Meri- 
dian that evening, and wired Elder 
Morgan to La Jara, Colorado, who 
immediately left for Meridian, arriving 
on the evening of June 2ad. On the 
morning of the 3rd, a casket was 
shipped to Toomsuba station, twelve 
miles distant, accompanied by Under- 
taker A. B. Wagner, J. F. Ethered 
Brother Tillman and myself. he 
grave was opened, and the box con- 
23 body brought to the sur- 
face, the lid removed, aud the body 
identified, which was readily accom- 
plished through the character of bis 
underclothing. The body was in an 
advanced stage of decomposition, but 
we succeeded in transferring it to the 
casket and enclosing it hermetically 
sealed. A few trinkets had been pre- 
served by the coroner, which were 
obtained. 
As to the cause of his death nothing 
could be definitely settled. Ou the 
2nd of August, 1888, a freight train 
broke in two near where he was 
found, and one theory is that. when 
the front end of the train passed him, 
observing 


that such an | 
. and that he sat as coroner at the 
| 3 
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the detached ion of the train, and To Messrs. Hugh Wilson, A. B. 
was caught by it. A section hand | Wagner, J. F. E-heredge and Esquire 
reports having seen his hat lying on | J. W. Deerman, in icular, and the 
the bumper of a car. citizens of Toomsuba in general, we 
Another theory is, that be was feel under many obligations for cour- 
murdered for his money and his body | tesies extend To the first three 
placed on the track, in support of | we were known in our true character, 
which we failed to find his watch, | but this made no difference to them, 
valise, money, coat and umbrella, all | as it might possibly have made to the 

feel grateful for the protect 
rom our investi we are a or ion 
satistied that bis death was not the of Divine providence that has been 
work of a mob, but, owing to our over us and enabled us to be instru- 
failure to find the missing articles, we | ments in returning the remains of 
are led to believe that it was the work | Elder Richards to his loved ones and 
of brutal hands for the sake of plunder, | to a burial in the midst of the Saints, 
and that his body was intentionally | leaving to the Great Judge of all the 
placed on the track to cover up the | solution of the mystery as to the 
deed. The hour of his death could | manner of his death, knowing full 
not have b en later than 7 Am., and well that he will inherit a crown of 
the place an isolated section of the | righteousness, having fought the good 

country, eight miles east of Meridian | fight and proven faithful to the end. 
and four miles west of Toumsuba, in| To his stricken wife, fatherless chil- 
Lauderdale County, Mississippi. In | dren, and aged parents the sympathies 
any event, a faithful servant of God of the Saints will go out unstinted 
has. lost. his life while in the active | with prayers for their welfare and 

prosecution of his duties as a minister | protection. 

of peace and salvation to the nations Brother James Tillman bas worked 
of the earth, and in history his name | earnestly and with — ent 
chard 


will stand recorded as one who gave | to discover the body of Elder 

his all for the cause be loved and the | and never wearied in his efforts, unti 
establishment uf the Kingdom of God | in the lonely grave of Toomsuba 
on the eart ng... : the mystery was solved.” 


py FACTS AND EVENTS. 
— 6 
The damage done to the Pennsylvania Railroad by the recent floods amounted to 
$1,750,000. 
A train ran off the line on the 2nd inst. near Lynchburg, Virginia, and several persons 
were killed and others badly injured. 
There is now little doubt that no fewer than forty-five men perished in the railway 
accident at Latrobe, Pennsylvania, on the 27th ult. 
A cyclone swept through Arkansas City recently. Churches, stores, and residences 
were wrecked, and considerable other damage was done. 
Two wedding parties, numbering about fifty-six persons, returning after the marriage 
in a boat from Cambay to Jambresar, Western India, were caught in a whirlpool, and 
all drowned but six. 
A passenger train on the 28th ult. broke through a bridge at Batavia, Ohio, falling into 
the stream below. Seventeen passengers were injured, and in some of these cases 
recovery is regarded as hopeless. 
SrockHoLM, June 28.— The great grain mills of Messrs. Gerner and Soehne, at Moss, 
in Norway, have been destroyed by fire, the damage being estimated at 365,500 Swedish 
crowns. One workman is missing, and it is feared that he perished in the flames. 
A New York telegram of the 2nd inst. states that the town of Durango, in Colorado, 
has been devastated by fre, the damage being estimated at $300,000. A serious fire has 
also .cocurred at Savannah, in the course of which one person was killed and six injured, 


| 
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THE TESTIMONY OF PROPHECY. 


[CONTINUED FROM PAGE 412.] 


Ir is prophesied further in some of the first revelations received by the 
Church, that the work founded by the hands of Joseph Smith should spread 
abroad among all the peoples of the earth. Thus, for instance: “And from 
thence (the Ohio) shall-men go forth into all nations” (Duc. and Cov. xxxix, 
15). This prophecy was delivered in June, 1831, and before the great mis- 
sionary movement began; and to-day the Elders of the Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints are to be found in all quarters of the habitable 
world. They are on the Continents and the is'es of the sea, confirming 
before the eyes of all people, and in the most open manner possible, the 
predictions made by Joseph Smith, thus demonstrating that he was inspired 
and, consequently, sent of God. 

Attention is next invited to those prophecies that relate to the gathering 
movement, which is such a distinguishing characteristic of this people. Con- 
cerning this matter it is written: “For, behold, I will gather them as a hen 
gathereth her chickens under her wings” (Doc. and Cov. x, 65. See also 
section xxix, 2, 7, 8, 27). With respect to the extent of the gathering opera- 
opera“ ions of the Church, Joseph Smith said: “And there shall be gathered 
unto it (Zion) out of every nation under heaven” (Doc. and Cov. xlv, 69). 
Other references might be given, but these will suffice. The first prophecy 
quoted above in full was uttered in May, 1829. 

There is a prescience manifest in these predictions which is evidently more 
than human. At the time Joseph Smith first spoke of the gathering move- 
ment, there was no “Mormon” Church in existence to be gathered; and the 
circumstanc s which surrounded him, when viewed from a human standpoint 
were decidedly antagonistic to the proposition that he could succeed in 
establishing any sort of a church at all. For a number of years. he himself 
had been subjected to the most bitter p:rsecution, and at times his life was 
imperiled. The few who rendered him any aid, or exerted any influence in 
huis behalf, were made to feel the most determined opposition, or the vengeful 
wrath of persecutors. The proposition, therefore, that an uninspired man 
could speak with the precision of truth, of successfully establishing a Church 
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society which should be gathered from among all nations, is unreasonable 
and incredible. Such it must certainly appear, unless we assume that Mor- 
monism” is of such a peculiar character that it thrives best on opposition 
and the hate of its focs. In that case we shall still be obliged to concede 
that Joseph Smith was a prophet; for he predicted, before the Church came 
forth, that it should be a marvelous work and a wonder. Then, too, if 
‘* Mormonism” does thrive on opposition and persecution, since the people of 
this world wou'd rejoice to see it overthrown, they should cease warring 
against it; for the more they try to destroy it, the more it must grow and 
increase. If we admit, on the contrary, that opposition to this Church does 
have a retarding. influence upon it as an institution and, as in purely human 
enterprises, discourages those who try to sustain it, then Joseph Smith could 
not have known and prophecied as he did, except by the inspiration of 
Almighty God, that his work should spread abroad to all nations right in the 
face of the most bitter opposition. 

The prediction that this work should gather conver‘s from all nations has 
already been practically fulfilled. In proof thereof an incident which occurred 
in connection with the celebration of what is called among the ‘“‘ Mormons,” 
Pioneers’ Day, may be cited. In the year 1880, in the grand, celebrating 
procession there were “three cars loaded with representatives of the various 
countries of the earth, a man and a woman to each, the women holding 
shields with the national colors and the name of the nation represented. 
The nationalities were twenty-five in number.” These were bona ide repre- 
sentatives of the different nations, and included those only who had gathered 
to Salt Lake City or its vicinity. Doubtless others from more distant parts 
of the Territory of Utah could have been found; not to mention representa- 
tives of other nationalities who may reside in Mexico, Arizona, New Mexico, 
Colorado, Idaho, Mon ana, and the British possessions in North America. In 
all these divisions the “ Mormons” have established permanent settlements. 

For nearly sixty years this great movement has been going on, and affords 
an irrefragible proof that Joseph Smith spoke by the inspiration of God 
when he predicted it. Nothing like it has ever been known in the history of 
this world. The Jews, it is true, settled in Palestine; but they went there as 
a nation, and from a country near at hand, and with a single migratory move- 
ment the gathering,“ if such it could be called, ceased. That people also 
fled from a condition of slavery in which the toil of their hands had never 
brought to them a proper reward. With respect to the “Mormon” gathering 
the case is far different, They come from all quarters of the world, as we 
have shown—one of a family and two of acity. They are not fleeing from a 
condition of life which may be said to approach one of physical slavery. In 
this country, for instance, men and women enjoy a very large degree of 
freedom. The means which they acquire by toil is not ruthlessly taken 
from them to enrich any oppressor. Many of those who become members of 
this Church have built up comfortable homes, and surrounded themselves 
with the luxuries of life. Naturally such people would have no desire to 
forsake their homes and native land. To the world it seems also that an 
individual can worship God just as acceptably in England as he can in 
America These matters, and many other which might be mentioned, all 
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stand forth as apparently inseparable obstacles in the way of carrying out 3 
gathering project. It may assist us in our conception of the improbability of 
making a success of any such movement, if we imagine an attempt to apply 
this principle practically among any other people but the “Mormons.” Sup- 
pose, for instance, that the leading officials of the Methodist Church should 
attempt to gather to America the Methodists from all quarters of the world. 
Could they accomplish the work? To this question there can be doubtless 
but one answer—No. It will also be replied that such a thing would never 
bs seriously considered—never even proposed. Very true; but how does it 
transpire that Joseph Smith conceived of, and then prophecied of the gather- 
ing of the “Mormon” Church membership? What made him differ so much 
from other people? How does it come about that his conception and 
prophecy are carried out to the very letter? How does it occur that the 
Saints are a “gathering” people, though the world knows that no other 
community under heaven have the same spirit? Here is a society that fits 
the prophecy, and the prophecy fits the society. Suppose there had been a 
misfit. In that case there would have been conclusive proof that Joseph 
Smith was not a true prophet; but since there is no misfit, we have conclusive 

proof that he was a trae prophet. Fhe conclusion N — 
as in the other. 

Again, the work which Joseph Smith established was bound end 
abroad or it was not. If it did spread, far and wide, the prophecy relative to 
the gathering was very likely to fail of accomplishment. If it did not spread, 
the prophecy which speaks of it as gathering together a people from all 
nations could not be fulfilled, In view of this plain statement of the facts 
in the case, we readily discera that the only possibility for the fulfillment of 
these prophecies depended upon the will and temper of the people. Upon 
the willingness of non-“Mormons” to accept “Mormonism,” and when 
accepted to sacrifice the love of home, kindred, friends, property, comfort and 
ease, and gather to a foreign country, and there anew begin the battle of life 
—upon their willingne:s to meet the scorn and contempt, and brave the 
opposition of their fellow-men. 

Now, if there is one thing which belongs to human nature, that is more 
fickle and variable than another, it is the disposition of the will power. It 
is changed by time; swerved by opposition; modified by varying prospects; 
turned in new directions by failure; and, in a word, it is like the wind 
blowing where it listeth. Joseph Smith prophecied in view of this fickleness 
of humanity; and there was just as much probability that he could prophesy 
accurately in the matter at hand as there is that a man can predict with 
certainty how the wind will blow in Jerusalem sixty years from to day: 
Just as much probability that he, if uninspired, could tell what the will 
of the “Mormon” people would be concerning the “gathering,” as there is 
that any other uninspired man can tell to-day what the will of the people of 
this country shall be on the Irish question more than half a century from 
this date; or what the will of the American people shall be on the matter of 
a protective tariff in the year of grace 1950. 

People who deny the ivspiration of Joseph Smith, by the power of the 
Almighty, practically make a God of him; for no one but a God can know 
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what shall be the state of the human will in a single case, not to mention 
multitudes of cases, sixty years in advance. Such a proceeding is too much for 
the “Mormon” people. They can and do believe that he clearly prophesied 
of many things to come, which, in themselves, were wholly uncertain to 
mortal ken; but they do not believe he prophesied by his own wisdom and 
power. They hold that he did so by the inspiration of the Almighty, and 
such a belief is rational. It is an incontestible fact that Joseph Smith did 
clearly foresee the will of a whole people sixty years before that will could be 
exercised. We have the prophecy on one hand, and the demonstration of its 
accuracy is found in the gathering movement in progress at this very day. 
In the fulfilment of this single prediction there is such proof of the divine 
inspiration of Joseph Smith, that it will stand all the anti- Mormon” 
hammering to which it may be subjected. 

There are some, doubtless, perverse enough to say that the “Mormons,” 
being friendly to Joseph Smith, are in collusion for the purpose of fulfilling 
his prophecy concerning the “gathering.” Suppose, for the sake of argument, 
that they are. The exercise of their will-power is still involved. They must, 
then, will to be in collusion, and it is just as difficult to foretell with pre- 
cision sixty years in advance that there shall be a community willing to be in 
collusion to carry out certain predicted movements as it is to predict accu- 
rately that people shall will to carry them out without being in collusion. 
Whether the “ Mormons” are in collusion or not, the prescience which Joseph 
Smith exhibited in predicting substantially that the will of the people should 
be just right for the accomplishment of certain purposes, stands forth clearly 
manifest in the sight of all men. 

As to the matter of these prophecies being left to friends for verification, 
we ask how many prophecies of the same nature were ever turned over by 
the Almighty to the grace of His enemies for fulfilment? It was prophesied 
to Noah that he and his family could be saved from destruction by the 
deluge provided an ark was built. But that ancient Patriarch had too much 
practical, common sense to turn the business of constructing the ark over to 
his enemies. The ancient Prophets prophesied that Christ should be crucified 
and raised again from the dead on the third day after his death. But if the 
resurrection of the Savior had been left in the hands of his enemies, He 
would still be lying in the grave. 

Those who object on the ground of collusion, etc., against the proper fulfil- 
ment of the prophecies concerning the gathering of the Saints, will find some- 
thing worthy of their attention in the facts connected with another prediction 
now to be considered. The Angel Moroni informed Joseph Smith when he 
was a mere lad, less than eighteen years of age, that his “name should be 
had for good and evil among all nations, kindre ds, and tongues; or that it 
shou'd be buth good and evil spoken of among all people.” (Pearl of Great 
Price, page 62.) Joseph Smith’s enemies allege that he “was a low-minded, 
ignorant scamp, and that he stole the scriptures. which he propounded; not 
being clever enough to forge even such contemptible stuff as they contain.” 
This is but a sample of the many depreciative allegations which are made 
concerning him. Now, in point of fact, there are millions of just such low- 
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the world to-day, and we ask what prospect there is for any particular one of 
this multitude to achieve a national—a world-wide reputation How many 
of them do it? Of bow many of them dare it be predicted that within a few 
years their names shall outstrip in the race for fame those of philosophers, 
warriors, presidents, kings and emperors? A few moments’ reflection will 
convince any fair-minded person of the exceeding, great improbability that a 
“low-minded scamp,” etc., should ever have more than a local and transient 
notoriety. How does it transpire that in the case of Joseph Smith the 
matter stands so differently? What unusual and extraordinary influence 
pervaded his life? How does it come about that the prophecy respecting his 
name being bad for good and evil among all people is being fulfilled to-day, 
more than sixty years after the prediction was uttered? Joseph Smith’s 
name is cast out and execrated far and wide; it is also revered in all lands. 
This fact is indisputable. In the fulfilment of this prophecy the will of 
mankind must be exercised, and hence the prophet foresaw also the will of 
his enemies. Now, if his friends are actually in collusion for the purpose of 
carrying out his predictions, his enemies must be in collusion too for the 
same purpose. They are doing precisely what he said they would do, and no 
one constrains them to act against the promptings of their own will. In con- 
clusion, we lay it down as a self-evident proposition that an individual, who 
can see sixty years in ud vance how a world of mixed friends and foes will 
think, will, and act, is inspired of God. B. 
| | [ro BE CONTINUED.] 


WATER AT AND BEFORE MEALS. | 
OPINIONS differ as to the effect of the 
free ing. stion of water at meal times; 
but the view generally received is 
probably that it dilutes the gastric 
juice, and so retards digestion, Apart 
frum the fact that a moderate delay 
in the process is by uo means a dis- 
advantage, as Sir William Roberts has 
shown in his explanation of the popu- 
larity of tea and coffee, it is more 
than doubtful whether any effect is 


to receive food and convert it into 
soluble compounds, The accumula- 
tion of mucus is specially marked in 
the penta when the gastric walls 
ure covered with a thick, tenacious 
layer. Food entering the stomach at 
this time will become covered with 
this tenacious coating, which, for a 
time, protects it from the action of 
the gastric ferments, and so retards 
digestion. The viscid ‘contents, a 


in reality produced. When ingested 
during meals, water may do gobd by 
washing out the digested food and 
by exposing the undigested part more 
thoroughly to the action of the diges- 
tive ferments. Pepsin is a catalyptic 
body, and a given quality will work 
almost indefinitely, provided the pep- 
tones are removed as they are formed. 
The good effects of water, drunk freely 
before meals, have, however, another 
beneficial result—it washes away the 
mucus which is secreted by the mucus 
membrane during the intervals of re- 
pose and favors peristalis of the whole 
alimentary tract. The membrane thus 


cleansed is in a much better condition | 


normal condition in the morning be- 
fore breakfast, is not suitable to re- 
ceive food. ercising before par- 
taking of a meal stimulates the circu- 
lation of the blood, and facilitates the 
flow of blood through the vessels A 
glass of water washes out the mucus, 
partially distends the stomach, wakes 
up peristalis, and prepares the alimen- 
tury canal for the morning meal. 
— — — 
irritating liquids pass 
the tublar stomach, and even if 
food be present, they only mix with it 
ritish Medi- 


to a slight extent.— 
cal Journal.. 
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OF SALVATION. | 
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At the same time came the 


unto Jesus saying: Who is 


— 

said, erily I I ye be converted, become as little children, ye 


shall not en Kingdom 
as this little child, the same 
receive one such li 
WE ure ull candidates for an eternal 
salvation in the Kingdom of God, and 
we should seriously canvass oursel7es 
as to the true status of our situation, 
and the possible chances we may pos- 
sess fur that heavenly exaltation we so 
much desire Unless we be converted. 
Converted unto what? If we seek to 
know the principles upon which is 
founded the Kingdom of Heaven we 
shall know unto what things we should 
— 5 ruly converted in heart as well us 
end. 

We are told that this is eternal life 
to know the Father and the Son. Do 
we possess this knowledge? If we 
answer truthfully we know that many 
of us do nut. Then it becomes neces- 
sury to ascertain the principles upon 
which we may obtain it. I believe 
tha: first we must learn the lesson of 
perfect humility. What is more humbꝭ e, 
pure, chaste and 74 lovely than 
a little babe? To learn God and to 
please him we must become as one of 
these,and what could make us happier 
than to think that we shall one day 
become as a in purity and inno- 
cence? Only the pure in heart shall 
see God, and to see him is eternal life. 
It is impossible to become thoroughly 
pure in heart while imbued with a 
love of self. 

I do not wish to merit the name of 
a faultfinder; but my desire is to do 
good, and especially to do right; and 
if we have faults among us, is it wrong 
to point them out, to lay the trutu 
plainly before each other, and to con- 
sider candidly whether or not we shall 
go on in the “even tenor of our way,” 
or if it were wiser to adopt another 
and a better path 

Let each one ask himself whether 
or not his eye is single to the glory of 
God, or if be has not also an eye to 
catching every dollar he can for bis 
own benefit and the glorifying of him- 
self in the esteem of others 
really loves his neighbor aa himself, 
or if some neighbor is not considered 
inferior because his clothes are not so 


If he 


eaven. Whosoever therefore shall humble himself 
is greatest in the Kingdom of Heaven. And whoso shall 
child in my name receiveth me.—Matthew xviii., 1-5. 


nice, or be may lack some good gift 
which he should — If he 
cherishes the le igt “gree of ill-will 
towards any mortal. If his prayers 
for his enemies ‘ascend from a heurt 
of love and mercy, or if they s rive to 
call down the chastisement of God 
upon them? If the thought of God 
and righteourness hovers ever over 
him asa white cloud of peace? Let 
my young sisters consider whether 
self or godliness is uppermost in their 
hearts. Do not let apologies and a 
mist of self-righteousne arise between 
yourselves and the truth, for some day 
we must meet the full force of t're 
naked truth beneath the piercing eye 
of Him who is no rezpecter of persons, 
and who declares that he makes not 
the least degree of alluwance for sin 
though He furg.ves the humble and 
repentant. 

Our works, not our words, will 
judge us. If we declare that we have 
given our whole heaits unto Jesus and 
prove by our works that we are of the 
world aud have greater respect to the 
mandate of fashion und public opinion 
than to the principles uf eternal truth, 
wherein du we show consistency? 
prove that we lave and revere the 
Father and the Bon we must obey 
their commands. They do not com- 
mand us to devote our time, thoughts, 
and feelings to the world or the pas- 
sion for bandsome dress and ostenta- 
tious appearance. God, who knoaws 
the heart, does not approve the sel- 
fishness of the haughty, and his pro- 
nounced u curse of sure downfall upon 
them. This is well; if we study the 
principles of ethics and religion, we 
will find that even these things which 
are en wrapped in mystery to us, be- 
come clear and true as we prepare 
ourselves tu receive them. There is 
something inherently evil in pride and 
the emulution which it engenders ; it 
is al ways offensive and dirgusting, and 
as we grow in humility and virtue, 
this great principle increases in gran- 


| deur and beauty; we can but long for 
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the day when we shall, in spirit and 
in truth, become as humble before God 
as a little child, and as impressionable 
to truth and beauty. “Blessed are 
they which hunger and thirst after 
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May God open our eyes to our own 
wenkuesses and guide our minds to 
pure and lofty truth; imbue us sith 
a love of right, and grant us power to 
overcome all evil !—Rusy LAmoxt, in 


righteousness, for they shall be filled.” | The C 


SYMPATHY. 
—0 


Ir any quality or characteristic tends 
more than unother to endear one to 
their fellow-men, it is that of sym- 
pathy. It often requires no small 
umount of tact to sympathize in an 
acceptable way. Loud words of even 
genuine feeling are generally more 
trying than soothing. There are so 
many ways, however, in which words 
of kindly, delicate sympathy can be 
expressed, that it seems a thousand 
pities they are withheld as they are, 
for they might do great and go 
far towards helping and sustaining 
the snd and unfortunate. It frequently 
is a grent relief to a burdened heart 
to tell its own story to an attentive 
listener, and a few words expressive 
of pity, hope or encouragement would 
worth their weight in gold or 
diamonds, if indeed words could be 
weighed or their value compared to 
articles of merchandise either yellow 
und gold” or sparkling and costly. 
Emerson says; “Every man has a 
histury worth knowing, if he would 
tell it, or if we could draw it from 
him.” And the truth of this bas 
doubtless been proven to a great de- 
gree ly a great majority of persons 
the time middle lite bas been reach 
Engage almost any one in conversa- 
tion and adroitly lead the tide of talk 
in a direction bearing upon matters of 
persunal experience, and almost before 
your companion is aware of it, he is 
giving you glimpses into past events 
of life, perbaps quite as full of interest 
as you would find on a written page, 
and fraught with more attraction likely 
than the printed would be, be- 
cause of truthfulness and reality 
of the story, and because also of the 
subtle interest which attaches to a 
relation of a personal experience. 
The countryman who drives you 
from the station to your boarding- 
place during the summer's outing, 
could divert and please you many a 


long mile if necessary, by a simple 
recital of some persounl 9 
drawn from his own quiet life. It 
may transpire that bis liſe has not 
been nearly as even as it would seem. 
The woman who attends to the 
washing could tell a story so full of 
pathetic interest as to haunt you for 
many a day, and the wonder would be 
that she could wear so cheery a smile, 
considering the days and the scenes 
through which she has passed. Then 
again, the bright, sunny dimpled girl 
to whom life is all freshness 
beauty, would soon be cunfiding to a 
sympathetic, attentive liatener many 
of her girlish hopes and anticipations. 
Nothing else sv invites confidence 
and inspires affection as a bearty, 
spontaneous and sincere show of 2 
pathy either on the part of old or 
young. True sympathy is as far re- 
moved from mere curiosity as possi 
and the one feeling will rarely te m's- 
taken for the other. Life is so short, 
sorrows and disappuintments 80 fre- 
quent, that hearis cannot be too ten- 
derly inclined, especially toward those 
who may be longing and suffering fora 
few words of appreciation and sympa- 
thy. It is true there are chronic mur- 
murers who make ceaseless and tire- 
some plaint of the rubs and bruises life 
bas inflicted and is likely te inflict; 
but, patience! It is difficult to pic- 
ture and have faith in a bright side 
when no such side presents itself in 
reality. It seems asif kindly, delicate 
words of sympathy and interest in 
others’ lives must be as acceptable as 
— service rendered to God, when 
ered in a right spirit to one of His 
earth- worn, sensitive children. 
Come, yy turn with me from pining 


And all the inward ills that sin hes wrought; 
send abroad a love for all who live, 
And eel the deep content in turn they give. 


—The Christian at Work. 
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UTAH NEWS. 
—0 
(Summarised from Territorial Papers.) 

Au opera houee is contemplated in Beaver, to cost $20,000. 

Several children have recently died in Coalville of diphtheria 

Ex-Governor Murray is now the editor of the San Diego Union. 

There has recently been a case of small-pox at Panguitch, Garfield County. 

Receiver Dyer has leased the church farm to John R. Winder for $250 per 
month. | 

Apricots in Minersville, the first week in June, were nearly as large as 
an egg. 

There is more building going on in Logan this year than there his been 
for a number of years past. 

Asphaltum discovered near the city of Ozden is now the report. Perchance 
the city may have good sidewalks yet. 

Simeon Atwood, of Benjamin, died on June 6th, of injuries received 
while capturing a swarm of bees from a tree. 

Graders are at work in Emigration canyon on the line of the proposed 
Wyoming, Salt Like, and California Railway. 

The telephone circuit is now joined between Payson and Nephi, making 
the line continuous right away through to Moruni, Sanpete. 

The amount raised in Salt Lake City for the Johnstown disaster suf- 
ferers has reached nearly $7,000, and will probably pass that sum. 

Dr. Isuacson bas completed the translation of the Book of Mormon in the 
Hebrew language, and Apostle F. D. Richurds has reviewed the work. 

There is a trustworthy rumor afloat tLat John W. Young bas procured the 
necessary funds to go on with the construction of the Park City Railroad. 

The.assessment of property in round figures in Weber County and outside 
of Ogden, totals up $5,378,000, an advance of about one million dollars over 
that of last year. : 

At Logan business is bustling, building is booming, and a healthier time 
has never been known in her history. Who shall dare to foretell a limit to 
her growth and welfare! 

The trial of the overhead cable on the Tenth Exst Street section of the 
street railroad, Silt Lake City, recently, give complete satisfaction. A speed 
of about fourteen miles per hour was uttained. 

One of the finest flowing wells of the Territory of Utah was struck a short 
time ago at the slaughter-house of William Reading, about a mile from 
Logan. From 70 to 90 gallons force themselves six feet into the air from it 
every minute, 

The thunderstorm which burst over Ogden a few weeks ago was a startler. 
Of course the “oldest inhabitant,” always to the fore when atmospheric 
changes take place, declares that, fur the time it lasted, the storm wus the 
most severe that had struck Ogden for some seasons pust. 
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